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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ROME 11677 181755Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 ACDA-07 OMB-01 AID-05 IGA-02 
MC-02 DODE-00 EB-07 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 ERDA-05 
CIAE-00 COME-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-00 USIE-00 
INRE-00 ERDE-00 /092 W 

102830 181845Z/50 

OR 181622ZJUL77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5946 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 203 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 1 1677 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MMOL, US, SF 

SUBJECT: ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: STATE 165351 

1. EMBASSY HAS NO RECORD, KNOWLEDGE NOR RECOLLECTION 
OF ITALIAN ARMS SALES OR TRANSFERS RESEMBLING THOSE 
OUTLINE REFTEL. 

2. TO THE CONTRARY, EMBASSY CONSIDERS THAT GOI AND ALL 
SIGNIFICANT ITALIAN ARMS MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS ARE 
FULLY AWARE OF AND, SO FAR AS IS KNOWN, HONOR USG 
STRICTURES ON TRANSFERS, INCLUDING THOSE TO SOUTH AFRICA. 
DESPITE THE OCCASIONAL PRESS STROY TO THE CONTRARY, WE 
HAVE NOTHING TO SHOW THAT OTO MELARA AND AGUSTA ARE 
NOT METICULOUS IN SEEKING USG PRIOR ASSENT FOR POSSIBLE 
SALES, EVEN THOUGH USG RESPONSE HASBEEN ALMOST ALWAYS 
NEGATIVE. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ROME 11677 181755Z 


3. EMBASSY QUOTED PARA. 2 OF REFTEL TO ROME OTO MELARA 
OFEICE. RESPONSE WAS IMMEDIATE AND COMPREHENSIVE 
DENIAL. ACCORDING TO SPOKESMAN, OTO MELARA 
HAS RESPECTED THE LIMITATIONS SET BY 

BOTH THE ITALIAN AND US GOVERNMENTS FOR M-1 13 AND M-109 
155 MM SP GUNS, NEVER HAVING SOLD OR SHIPPED EITHER 
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WEAPON DIRECTLY OR, TO ITS KNOWLEDGE, INDIRECTLY TO 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

4. ROME SOCIALIST PAPER, L'AVANTI, ON JULY 16 CARRIED 
A SHORT FACTUAL PIECE ON GERVASI TESTIMONY, ADDING 
(UNHELPFULLY) THAT A CHECK WITH THE ITALIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY HAD ELECITED ONLY THE RESPONSE THAT THE MFA HAD 
NO RESPONSIBILITYIN SUCH MATTERS SINCE ARMS EXPORTS 
CONTROLS IN THE GOI WERE HANDLED BY OTHER MINISTERIES 
(DEFENSE, FOREIGN TRADE AND FINANCE). 

GARDNER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 
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